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PLAYGROUND OF POSSIBILITIES

From May 4th to May 10th, 2026, munich creative business week (mcbw) will
open its doors for the 15th time and under the annual motto “Playground of
Possibilities”, invites you to rediscover the world of design. Like on a playing field,
a space full of curiosity, exchange, and experimentation emerges — a space where
the big questions of our time also find their place. Guided by four principles
— Empowering the Creative Self, Exploring the Creative Field, Turning Ideas into
Action, and Creating Visions that Enrich — a journey unfolds that stretches from the
first spark to realizing the great vision.

SOMETHING IS IN THE AIR

Amid a changing world, new energy is awakening. In times of great challenges, fresh
forces, bold ideas, and a strengthened sense of self are emerging. They do not arise
despite uncertainty, but precisely from it — and therefore carry a special radiance.
mcbw 2026 responds to this transformation. With this year’s motto “Playground of
Possibilities,” Munich once again becomes a hub for design, innovation, and future
ideas. What the world needs is not perfection but the joy of creating. Openness. The
courage to begin. Creativity not as an accessory, but as a tool for change.

The future cannot be planned, but it can be shaped — and that is exactly what mcbw
invites you to do: on stages, in workshops, exhibitions, and discourse
spaces. “Playground of Possibilities” is not a utopia, but a call to experiment, learn,
act, and grow together. This attitude is guided by four overarching principles — a
process that provides orientation while leaving space for experimentation, dialogue,
and transformation.

1/ EMPOWERING THE CREATIVE SELF

Confidence. Trust. New tools. New roles.

Creativity has never been so easy — and so necessary. In a world full of challenges,
we need people with the courage to actively shape the future. New technologies like
Al and intuitive interfaces make creativity accessible to the masses, while at the same
time increasing responsibility. What is needed are personalities who provide
guidance and act as mentors to make new paths visible. Change begins with the
trust that you don’t need to know everything in order to create something valuable.
Trust in open, often chaotic, but always shapeable processes. And above all, trust in
your own creative abilities.
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To design means: daring to begin, even if not everything is clear. Trusting
yourself as the first step.

2 / EXPLORING THE CREATIVE FIELD

Freedom. Curiosity. Intuition. Playing together.

Creativity needs space to play — and play itself. It is fueled by curiosity rather than
rigid goals, by the joy of experimenting. To do this, we can awaken our playful
lightness — the kind that marvels, tries things out, changes its mind, and ignores
conventions. Play opens up spaces that inspire rather than control — in the mind, in
everyday life, and within teams. In this context, design becomes a shared playground
to create an inviting togetherness.

To design means: playfully experimenting and inventing new worlds.

3/ TURNING IDEAS INTO ACTION

Get started. Experiment. Prototype. Make it visible.

After trust and playful exploration comes the moment when ideas become visible —
a return to a maker’s mindset. It has never been easier to turn an idea into a real
product: thanks to new technologies, distribution models, and self-confidence.
People want to bring their ideas into the world and celebrate success. Creating is
about starting where you are - not waiting for perfection but showing what already
exists. Testing, learning, improving. Design becomes action in rapid sequences.
To design means: acting concretely and making impactful ideas visible.

4 / CREATING VISIONS THAT ENRICH

Meaning. Impact. Responsibility. Shaping the future.

The decisive step: to elevate the idea beyond itself. Here, creativity gains direction —
as a compass for community, quality of life, and the future. Design becomes a tool
for empathy, responsibility, and bold ideas. It is about creating impact and feeling
that action matters — and that this very feeling fuels the joy of design. Not just solving
problems, but daring to envision the extraordinary: Imagining new perspectives,
stories, and spaces that do not yet exist — but should. In this way, design becomes
a means of influence. It shapes something that inspires people. To be creative today
means changing mindsets. An invitation to fill our actions with meaning — and a
reminder that innovation can foster hope.

To design means: embracing responsibility for our actions and helping shape
the future in meaningful ways.

BE PART OF THE PLAYGROUND

mcbw 2026 is a collective expression of a new mindset and, beyond its annual
theme, a place of exchange and collaboration. Every year, leading partners — from
agencies to companies like BMW, Steelcase, and more — help shape the program
and provide ideas and insights for a future-oriented design culture.
The “Playground of Possibilities” opens its doors to everyone who thinks, works, and
lives creatively — from professionals to start-ups, universities, organizations, and
visionaries. mcbw offers many opportunities for active participation as a partner,
program contributor, or visitor. Interested parties can register now
at contact@mcbw.de.
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For especially creative and innovative event ideas, mcbw offers a wildcard
opportunity: selected projects will receive free participation in Design Week. Projects
from start-ups, young professionals, or students with limited budgets are also
regularly considered.

SAVE THE DATE - MCBW DESIGN SUMMIT

Monday, May 4, 2026 at Munich Urban Colab

The all-day conference brings together internationally renowned speakers to explore
current trends, visionary impulses, and interdisciplinary design perspectives on the
annual theme in talks and panel discussions.

About mcbw

mcbw is organized by bayern design GmbH and supported by the Bavarian Ministry
of Economic Affairs, Regional Development and Energy as well as the City of Munich.
Various sponsors significantly support mcbw as partners. You can also find mcbw
on Instagram, LinkedIn, and Facebook.

About bayern design

bayern design is the competence center for knowledge transfer and collaborations
around design in Bavaria. Through its projects, it highlights the importance of design
— because design plays a key role in tackling economic, social, and sustainable
transformation. bayern design GmbH is supported by the Bavarian Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Regional Development and Energy and is the organizer of
Germany’s largest design event, the munich creative business week (mcbw), which
will take place in Munich from May 4th to May 10th, 2026. In the supporting
association bayern design forum e.V., design-oriented companies, agencies and
freelancers from all design disciplines, architectural offices, chambers of commerce,
universities, and associations are actively involved.

More information: www.bayern-design.de, www.mcbw.de
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